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A Time to Re-Orient

We find this month after the Winter Holidays a time to 
return to routines, pick up dropped commitments, and 
generally re-establish our equilibrium. At Emerson we are 
also finding our way back to those programs we started

And just as we say goodbye to 2008 and welcome 2009, 
we also say goodbye to Linda McAffrey as our Board 
President and we welcome Leigh English to the post. 
Thank you, Linda,  for stepping in to fill the gap last year 
when you were needed. (Page 3)

Other items greeting Emersonians this month:

• Rev. Krista Taves embarks on a quest to convince UU’s 
that there really is a UU theology (page 2)

• A full complement of Sunday Services (page 4)

• Treasurer duties are handed from long-serving Barb 
Brown to able Susan Bell. (page 5)

• The Flame Committee is preparing a series of member 
input sessions on the long term vision of Emerson (page 
5)

• The RE program prepares for a new semester (page 7)

• Always new Adult Education offerings(pages 3 and 6)

• Another Emerson member displays a sampling of their 
visual art (page 6)

• Find your covenant group on this month’s calendar (page 
9)

In this issue:
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Carol Behrer’s Art on 
Display, see page 6
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KRISTA’S CORNER
MINISTER’S NOTES FROM REV. KRISTA TAVES

Does Unitarian Universalism 
have a theology?

Some Unitarian Universalists 
use the word “theology” 
reluctantly because there is 
so much baggage connected 
to that word.  Traditional 
definitions of theology 
revolve around this idea of 
the study of God.  To do 
theology is to study God.  
Well, that word is pretty 
loaded too.  And, some 
Unitarian Universalists don’t 
find the word “God” to be all 
that meaningful to them.  
Even those who do use the 
word God in their lives often 
experience and understand 
God in ways that other 
religions might deem 
heretical. 

There’s another reason we 
often use the word 
“theology” reluctantly in 
connection with “Unitarian 
Universalism.”  Some will 
say that we have so many 
theologies that we cannot 
have A Unitarian Universalist 
Theology. 

Unitarian Universalists like 
Rev. Daniel O’Connell say, 

“Enough!”  We’re letting 
semantics get in the way of 
being a religion.  We’re 
letting our knee jerk 
reactions stop us from being 
all that we can be.  We have 
bigger fish to fry.  We have 
such a powerful message.  
Why not use absolutely 
everything at our disposal to 
get out our message of 
freedom and unconditional 
love to those hungry for it.  
We have lives to save!  

To which I say, “Say it again 
brother!”  

I have seen so many people 
come here and say, “This is 
what I need!”  “My kids are 
asking questions I can’t 
answer.”  “I can’t speak 
freely to my co-workers or 
neighbors.  My ideas are so 
different from theirs!  Here I 
can be myself.”  “You mean 
to say there’s a church that 
isn’t going to call me a sinner 
or damn me to hell if I don’t 
believe exactly what they 
expect me to believe?”  

Most of the churches around 
us will say that theology is 
the Word made Flesh;  
Revelation comes from 
above and was embodied in 
the person of Jesus who was 
God’s son.  We say that 
theology is the Flesh made 
Word.  Revelation comes 
from our lives and becomes 
Word in the many ways we 
come to understand the 
bigger meaning of our 
experience.   Your children’s 
questions are theology.  Your 

answers are theology.  Your 
insights and experience are 
theology.  The covenants we 
make to each other are 
theology.

Practicing Unitarian 
Universalism is making Word 
from Flesh and that’s a 
pretty amazing and liberating 
theology.

In faith, Rev. Krista 

Rev. Taves Office Hours

Available by appointment:
Dec. 29-Jan 4: Fr Sa Su
Jan. 5-11: We Th Sa Su
Jan. 12-18: We Th Sa Su
Jan. 19-25: We Th Fr
Jan. 26 - Feb. 1: We Th Sa Su 

Pastoral Care 
For emergency pastoral care 
December 25 to December 30 
please call 417-343-8657. 

For regular pastoral care, 
please contact the Care and 
Concern Committee through 
the Church Office
(office@emersonuuchapel.org 

In Times of Need
 At the December Board 
meeting the board approved 
dedicating one Sunday 
collection a month to the 
Minister’s Discretionary 
Fund.  This Fund is intended 
to support those in our 
congregation who are 
experiencing financial need.  
Any requests should be taken 
directly to Rev. Taves.  All 
requests will be held 
confidential.

mailto:office@emersonuuchapel.org
mailto:office@emersonuuchapel.org
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LINDA’S LINES
President’s Notes from Linda McAffrey

BETH’S DESK
Chapel 

Administrator’s 
Notes - Beth Harmon

New Office Hours
M,Tu,Th,F: 8:30 - 12:30

(Beth will be out Dec. 24 - 
Jan. 1, back in office Jan. 2)

In November this generous 
congregation donated a 
total of $268.35 for 
Unitarian Universalist 
Service Committee. In 
November we welcomed 
eight new visitors.

Beth is requesting that 
members and friends keep 
her updated of their current 
phone, address and e-mail 
to be ready for the next 
update of the Chapel 
Directory.

Beth can be contacted by 
calling the chapel office at:
636-256-7393
or by e-mail at:
office@emersonuuchapel.org

Emerson Emissary
Serving the members and 
friends of Emerson Unitarian 
Universalist Chapel. Editor: 
Tom Kibby  
All submissions are due by 
the 18th of each month. All 
groups are requested to 
send their meeting notices 
monthly to ensure their 
accuracy. Send to:
newsletter@emersonuuchapel.org

Published by Emerson Unitarian 
Universalist Chapel
73 Strecker Rd.
Ellisville, MO 63011
emersonuuchapel.org
a nonprofit organization 
incorporated under the laws of the 
State of Missouri and a member of 
the Central Midwest District of the 
Unitarian Universalist Association 
of Congregations cmwd-uua.org 
and uua.org 
To be removed from our mailing 
list, please call the chapel office or 
drop an email to the 
administrator at 
office@emersonuuchapel.org

Some of you have heard 
that I have decided to step 
down as president of the 
board.  I had originally 
committed to staying on 
through the end of June, but 
the timing of events led me 
to decide that making a 
change was better now.

First of all, when I agreed to 
take the open position of 
Board President I had great 
hopes for continuing our 
recent successes. However 
I have found that my 
leadership style was 
different than the the needs 
of the congregation. There 
is no one at Emerson who 
doesn’t want to see us 
continue to succeed, but 
this was a difficult yet 
necessary decision. I will 
support the mission of 
Emerson as I continue the 
remainder of the year on the 
Board.

Secondly, this decision was 
made easier knowing Leigh 
English as president-elect 
was ready in the wings. 
Leigh agreed to step up 
early and help lead us on 
this journey.  He is a patient 
and calm soul, and we need 
calm and patient to get us 

down the road we are 
traveling. 

As always I invite you to 
actively participate in 
Emerson Chapel’s journey.  
The board needs your direct 
input to adequately 
represent you.  Krista can’t 
fix whatever ails us. She 
can help guide us but we as 
a community of seekers 
have to help search out the 
solutions and paths we 
need to find.  It takes all of 
us to engage in whatever 
way we can.

I’ve been coming to 
Emerson for almost fifteen 
years. In that time I have 
found that we are a group 
that takes on just about any 
challenge and we will find 
our path and create 
community…it is what we 
do.

Linda McAffrey

Voluntary Simplicity
An Adult Religious 
Education Course

The five sessions will be: 
The Meaning of 
Simplicity; Living More 
with Less; Making a 
Living; Do you Have the 
Time?; and Living Simply 
and Sustainably. Times 
yet to be determined. At 
Emerson check back for 
details of where, and 
exact dates and time. 
Learn more at 
adultre@emersonuuchapel.
org

mailto:newsletter@emersonuuchapel.org?subject=newsletter%20submission
mailto:newsletter@emersonuuchapel.org?subject=newsletter%20submission
mailto:office@emersonuuchapel.org?subject=to%20chapel%20administrator
mailto:office@emersonuuchapel.org?subject=to%20chapel%20administrator
mailto:newsletter@emersonuuchapel.org?subject=newsletter%20submission
mailto:newsletter@emersonuuchapel.org?subject=newsletter%20submission
http://www.emersonuuchapel.org
http://www.emersonuuchapel.org
http://www.cmwd-uua.org
http://www.cmwd-uua.org
http://www.uua.org
http://www.uua.org
mailto:office@emersonuuchapel.org
mailto:office@emersonuuchapel.org
mailto:adultre@emersonuuchapel.org
mailto:adultre@emersonuuchapel.org
mailto:adultre@emersonuuchapel.org
mailto:adultre@emersonuuchapel.org
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January 4– 
“Unitarian Universalist 
THEOLOGY? Say it isn’t 
so!?!?!”  
Rev. Krista Taves  

Because Unitarian 
Universalism seems so 
diverse, some will say that 
there is no single Unitarian 
Universalist theology. Well, 
there is. If you look through 
our history, even for all the 
ways we’ve changed and 
expanded, some things 
have remained the same, 
including the core 
theological principles of who 
we are. This will be the first 
in a six-part sermon series 
on Unitarian Universalist 
theology.

Musician: Ron McGowan, 
piano

Adult RE: Rev. Taves: 
“Reclaiming Theology the 
Unitarian Universalist Way”

January 11
“Unitarian Universalist 
Theology Part II – 
ECCLESIOLOGY”  
Rev. Krista Taves.

The simple (and perhaps ... 
boring) definition of 
ecclesiology is how you do 
church. Every denomination 
and religion has a different 
kind of “ecclesiology” but it’s 
really all about how we 
believe human beings are to 

come together and what 
we’re supposed to be doing 
together that’s so important. 
The more complex and 
interesting definition of 
ecclesiology is how we 
create communities that 
make our values real and 
make our own lives more 
meaningful. How we 
organize our churches is a 
moral statement about how 
we view humanity and the 
divine, and what we are 
called to do with the gift of 
life itself.

Musician: Mitzi MacDonald, 
piano and vocals

Adult RE: Walt Fowler leads 
a discussion on 
cosmology,the Biggest of 
Big Pictures, the status and 
future of the universe and 
asking, "Where are We in 
the Cosmos, Where are We 
Going,and How are We 
Getting There?"

January 18
“The Power of Saying No” 
Rev. Krista Taves [Youth 
Pew] 

We are faced with 
temptations every single 
day. Sometimes we say no. 
Sometimes we say yes. 
Sometimes it’s not at all 
clear what we should be 
saying. This is a sermon on 
knowing when to say no and 
how to say no.

Musician: TBA

No Adult RE due to 
Congregational Meeting

January 25  “Jonah and 
Moby-Dick, Isaac and 
Ishmael" 
Dr. Allen Schwab

Emerson’s own long-time 
Adult RE coordinator, 
reflecting on whaling stories 
for our time, which teach:  If 
the world is broken, we are 
all implicated in its repair.

Musician: TBA

Adult RE: Allen Schwab, 
 leading a discussion of 
Jonah and Moby-
Dick,exploring what these 
intertwined whaling stories 
have to say about 21st 
Century problems and 
values

January 28, 7 PM
Wednesday Vespers 
“Good Fortunes” 
Rev. Krista Taves

This mid-week service is a 
great time-out for those on 
the move. With its emphasis 
on silence, meditation and 
prayer, come and be 
renewed and refreshed.

A Month of Sundays

Programming

All Services begin at 
10:00 AM
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This is my last column as I 
leave office after 6.5 years 
service to our congregation 
on its board: one year as 
secretary, two years as 
president, one year 
immediate past president 
and finance chair, and two-
and-a-half years as your 
treasurer. [and newsletter 
editor!-ed] I have 
appreciated the opportunity 
of serving our congregation.

I leave you with some “did 
you know” information:

• Our utilities run us about 
$700/mo. 

• Our mortgage is $2,000/
mo.

• Our advertising averages 
$ 450/mo (St. Louis Post 
Dispatch, Wedding Guide 
for building rental, etc)

• It costs us just about 
$3,530 to open the doors 
each Sunday morning! 

Our income averages just 
about the amount to cover 
our expenses. However, 
some months are very 
close. Information about all 
our accounts is kept in a 
black book on the credenza 
in the admin area. Please 
take a look for more 
information. The budget is 
also there, just flip the 
pages to find it. 
Please thank Susan Bell for 
saying, “Yes” to becoming 
your new treasurer.
Emerson is an incredibly 
generous congregation. It 
has been my pleasure to 
serve our congregation.
In faith,
Barb Brown, Treasurer

Money Matters  November 30, 2008
Pledge Income $67,335.34

Total All Income $76,212.20

Total Expenses $83,334.90

Bal. All Accounts 11/30/08 $31,595.67

TREASURY NOTES

Administration / Events

Kindling the Flame!

SAVE THE DATE!
Please plan to attend one of 
the following discussions!
February 1st beginning 
during Adult RE--Bring your 
favorite dish for an appetizer 
pot luck, OR
February 8th at 7:30pm. at 
Emerson--Bring your 
favorite dish for a dessert 
pot luck!

We welcome all members 
and friends to attend, 
regardless of how long you 
have been coming to 
Emerson Chapel.

As our February visioning 
event draws closer, the 
Flame Committee has 
developed several exercises 
to assist you to identify what 
is important to you for 
Emerson Chapel's future. 
These exercises will be 
distributed to Committee 
chairs and Covenant group 
facilitators and copies of the 
exercises will be available in 
the vestibule. If you would 
prefer them sent to you in 
an email, contact Susan 
Stafford.

Parenting Potluck

If you are the parent of a 
child from infant on up to 
preteen, then join us at 
Emerson on Saturday, 
January 17 at 5:00 for a 
family potluck.  After the 
potluck, we will have 
childcare for the younger 
ones while the adults try to 
have an adult conversation 
for a change! To rsvp 
contact Susan Bell or Alice 
Styx. 

Circle Suppers

Next Circle Suppers are the 
week of Jan 9/10. If you did 
not receive an email with 
the information and you 
have signed up to 
participate, please call 
Camille Herman, or e-mail 
her at 
Circle@emersonuuchapel.o
rg.
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We have just finished our 
7th - VERY SUCCESSFUL 
– Elizabethan Evenings 
a.k.a. Madrigal Dinners. 
Although we don’t have the 
final numbers, we have met 
our budget goal of $2,500 
and probably a little bit 
more.

We served 78 people on 
Friday and 95 on Saturday 
(including performers.) 
None of this would have 
been possible without a 
tremendous effort on the 
part of the whole church to 
make it happen. There are 
more than  50 names listed 
below.  Some of these 
people also attended one of 
the dinners. And – we had 
an additional 22 members/
friends who made the time 
to come as well. That is a 
fantastic percentage of our 
Chapel in attendance.

Let me say, the dinners 
would not have been 
possible without the 
outstanding time and 
tireless effort put forth by Jo 
Myers and Sally Armontrout. 
They each take the kitchen 
one night and with the 
assistance of our servers 
and kitchen help make sure 
the food is served promptly, 
clean-up is done with a 
minimum of fuss, and the 
guests all have a wonderful 
time. Saturday night, the 
“backstage” direction was 
handled by Ann Kehler who 

kept the show moving and 
coordinated everything 
beautifully.
Here are the names of 
everyone (I hope) who 
worked so hard to make the 
dinner a success. Please 
note the youth who worked 
side-by-side with the adults 
as servers.

Cooks:Janie Fowler, 
Dorothy Newell, Nancy 
Russell , Lynn Murdoch, 
Susan Bell, Phyllis 
MacLaren, Tiffany Martha, 
Alice Stix, Peggy Colwell, 
Linda McAffrey, Linda 
Gidday, Cynthia Marion, 
Kathleen Nigro

Kitchen:Dave Murdoch 
Leigh English, Ian English, 
Lynn Murdoch, Laura 
Davidson, Larry Foresman, 
Charles Landauer, Pam 
Foresman.Susan Stafford, 
Tom Kibby, Megan 
Landauer, Rachel Kibby, 
Mirjam Collegeman, Mariam 
Iakobidze, Mike 
Collegeman, Luke Hansen, 
Logan Gidday, Rommel 
Villagomez, Stan Herman, 
Nancy Pappas, Carol Jose, 
Johnathan Terhune, Walt 
Fowler, Robert Terhune, 
Janie Fowler, Lisa Parnell, 
Gage Starek

Table Set-up: Barb Brown, 
& Linda McAffrey

Room set-up: Phyllis 
MacLaren, Jo Myers, 
Camille Herman

Decorations: Carole 
Behrer, Sally Armontrout, 
Leslie Armontrout

Kitchen Managers: Jo 
Myers (Friday), Sally 
Armontrout (Saturday)

Stage Managers: Camille 
Herman (Friday), Ann 
Kehler (Saturday)

Naming: Janie Fowler, Pam 
Foresman, Nancy Russell

Players: Alice & Eric Stix, 
Melissa & Andrew Grizzle, 
John MacEnulty, Philip 
Nigro

The parade of helpers who 
moved the chairs in the 
sanctuary and the boxes up 
from the basement.

The anonymous donors who 
bought “scholarship” tickets 
and donated them to the 
cause.

A VERY BIG THANK YOU 
TO EVERYONE!

Camille J. Herman
Madrigal Chair

Madrigal Dinner a Great Success!
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Events

Spring Retreat

OWNING YOUR 
RELIGIOUS PAST: 
A Spring Retreat April 3-4 
at Emerson Chapel

Rev. Taves will be offering a 
weekend retreat beginning 
Friday evening, April 3rd 
and continuing through the 
day on Saturday April 4th.

The retreat offers partici-
pants the opportunity to 
explore who they are 
religiously, what their past 
religious perspectives and 
experiences have been, and 
who they hope to become 
as Unitarian Universalists. 

This retreat provides some 
simple tools through which 
people may reexamine and 
retrieve positive aspects of 
past religious connections. It 
addresses the affective 
elements of these 
connections, rather than 
dogma.

The workshop is designed 
to provide both group 
sharing and private 
exploration.

Carole Behrer’s Art on 
Display

The Emerson Aesthetics 
Committee is pleased to 
announce the Winter art 
exhibit:  "Carole Behrer - 
Traditional Folk Artist."  
Carole is an Emerson 
member whose art is 
traditional Scherenschnitte, 
German Papercutting, in 
False-grained frames. The 
papercuttings are painted in 
watercolor and tell stories 
with whimsical themes. The 
exhibit will hang in the 
Sanctuary January 18 
through February 15.  You 
may see examples of 
Carole's art at  http://
www.bestofmissourihands.c
om/carolebehrer.htm.  

Wednesday Daytimers 
Club

 Lunch with the Minister.  
January 21st.  11:00  a.m. – 
1:00 p.m.  
Bring yourself and a bag 
lunch.  January’s Discussion 
Topic: What it means to be 
Unitarian Universalist in 
suburban St. Louis.

What is Vespers and what 
happens there?

Vespers simply means 
“evening service.”  Usually a 
vespers service is more 
meditative and quiet than 
what you would find on a 
Sunday morning.   Vespers 
services are very common in 
Catholic, Orthodox, Lutheran 
and Episcopalian churches.  
However, Protestant and 
Unitarian Universalist 
churches have also begun 
their own Vespers traditions.  
The concept of Vespers is 
simple.  It is a quiet time to 
come together and 
commune with the holy or 
sacred as you experience it.  
In Unitarian Universalist 
churches, Vespers services 
have a strong emphasis on 
silence.  There are readings.  
There is time for meditation 
and prayer.  Prayer is done 
in a way that allows people 
from a variety of spiritual 
disciplines to find meaning 
and value in the words that 
are spoken. Emerson’s 
Vesper Services are held on 
the last Wednesday of the 
month at 7 p.m

We hold an informal 
collection to provide child 
care for the service so that 
all may attend.  We are 
exploring the possibility of 
holding a second monthly 
Vespers Service in St. 
Charles County.  If you live in 
St. Charles County and 
would be more likely to 
attend were a service held 
closer to home, do let us 
know.  If there is sufficient 
interest, we will work to 
make that happen.  Please 
contact Rev. Taves.

Emerson Covenant Groups Invite New Members.  
Emerson’s Covenant Groups, our program of small group 
ministry, welcomes new members.  Groups of up to ten 
people meet once or twice a month with a focus on deep 
listening and sharing personal experiences. Prepared session 
plans are used to guide each session, with topics such as 
forgiveness, gratitude, or saying good bye.  Groups also do 
service projects for the church and community. Participants 
find that they get to know themselves, and often others, more 
deeply in these small groups.  For more information about 
specific covenant groups, please see the church website or 
pick up a copy of the Emerson Program Guide at the visitor 
table.  If you are interested in joining a covenant group, 
please email office@emersonuuchapel.org and we will be in 
touch with you. 

http://www.bestofmissourihands.com/carolebehrer.htm
http://www.bestofmissourihands.com/carolebehrer.htm
http://www.bestofmissourihands.com/carolebehrer.htm
http://www.bestofmissourihands.com/carolebehrer.htm
http://www.bestofmissourihands.com/carolebehrer.htm
http://www.bestofmissourihands.com/carolebehrer.htm
http://emersonuuchapel.org/covenant_groups.shtml
http://emersonuuchapel.org/covenant_groups.shtml
mailto:office@emersonuuchapel.org
mailto:office@emersonuuchapel.org
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Religious Education

RE VIEW

In what turned out to be a 
memorable and very 
successful event, our RE 
Committee worked together 
with Adult RE and 
Community Service to 
organize a church-wide 
Social Justice project on 
November 23 – this was 
after press time for the 
December issue of the 
Emissary, so I’m only just 
reporting on it now.  After 
our Bread Communion, we 
got together to make 100 
bag lunches for the 
Salvation Army Harbor 
Lights.  We had such 
enthusiasm for the project 
that we went completely 
overboard.  Victor Paglisotti, 
who delivered the bags to 
the Salvation Army, 
estimates we made 
between 150 and 200 bags.  
People seemed to enjoy the 
project very much, and 
there is some talk of making 
this an annual event.  We in 
the Children and Youth 
Religious Education 
Program are thankful for the 
two committees that joined 
us in this collaboration, all 
the people who donated 
food and materials, and all 
of you who gave of your 
time to participate.  I heard 
from so many of you that it 
was wonderful to work side 
by side with people of all 
ages, toward a common 
goal.
December has been a great 
month in our RE program as 
well – from our Make It / 
Take It party on December 5 
and the Boddhi Day skit 
presented on December 7 
to the Hanukkah parties on 
December 14 and the Mitten 

Tree social justice project on 
December 21.  So many 
people were involved in our 
successes!  I’m grateful for 
everyone who helped with 
Make It / Take It (especially 
everyone who stayed to 
clean up the mess!), 
everyone who donated to 
our Mitten Tree, Susan 
Stafford for writing a great 
skit and the fabulous actors 
who made Buddha’s story 
come to life, and Debbie 
Baumoel and Joseph 
Paglisotti for making Potato 
Latkes and sharing their 
experiences of Hanukkah. 
In January, we are wrapping 
up our unit on our Jewish 
and Christian Heritage and 
will be starting a unit on 
World Religions.
Lastly, I have fabulous news 
to share:  ALL of our RE 
teachers – who had only 
signed up to teach one 
semester – have elected to 
continue teaching through 
the second semester.  This 
will provide more continuity 
for our children and youth, 
and I am thrilled beyond 
belief that these wonderful 
volunteers will be with us 
through May.  Please – 
thank your child’s teacher!

In Peace,
Lauren Lyerla
Director of Religious 
Education

Religious Education Hour 
for Children and Youth: 
January 2009

January 4
Preschool-PreK: All kinds of 
families are for caring and 
sharing

K – 2nd: Purim: A time to 
celebrate victory over 
discrimination
3rd – 5th: Moses
Junior Youth Group: The 
Golden Rule
Senior Youth Group: 
Continuing exploration of 
famous Unitarian 
Universalists and how they 
have lived their values

January 11
Preschool-PreK: We need 
our families
K – 2nd: Shauvuot: A time to 
do right.
3rd – 5th: The life of Jesus
Junior Youth Group: Moses 
and Miriam
Senior Youth Group: Guest 
speaker Autumn from Faith 
Aloud prepares us for 
Faithful Presence at 
Planned Parenthood

January 18
Youth Pew during the 
worship hour.
There will be no Religious 
Education following the 
service, because of the 
Congregational Meeting.  
We will have childcare so 
that all parents can attend 
the meeting, but no classes 
(because we want teachers 
to be able to attend as 
well!).

January 25: First day of 
second semester
Preschool-PreK: 
Celebrating a new year
K – 7th: Beginning of World 
Religions unit – lessons 
TBA
Senior Youth Group (9th – 
12th): Articulating your 
Unitarian Universalist faith
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Bulletin Board

Kudos This Month Go To:
★ Barb Brown for her years of 

service as Board member, 
Board President, Treasurer and 
[!!-ed] newsletter editor.

Circle of Concern

Emerson Chapel will be supporting 
the Circle of Concern food pantry 
as an ongoing project this church 
year.  We will be collecting food 
items on a continuing basis, 
concentrating on a particular type of  
food each week.  The suggested 
item will be announced in the 
weekly email of what’s happening at 
Emerson this week, and in the 
announcements in the Order of 
Service.  Let’s get together to make 
this happen; get your children 
involved, and on occasion, some of 
us (including youth) can go to the 
Circle to help bag items for the 
needy families.    

[Ed: What are items for 
January??]

Green Thoughts
I read an interesting article today about how we 

care for loved ones who have died. Did you know that 
in the US alone, we use 90,000 tons of steel, 30 
million board feet of wood, and 827,060 gallons of 
embalming fluid for burials each year? Embalming 
fluid is made up of dyes and preservatives as well as 
toxic ingredients such as phenols and methanol and 
formaldehyde which pose hazards to mortuary 
workers and can leach into groundwater or 
contaminate soil. Embalming is not required in most 
states unless the deceased will be transported by 
plane. Cremation has been the only alternative. But 
cremation can contribute to air pollution by releasing 
such chemicals as dioxin, sulfur dioxide, hydrochloric 
acid, and hydrofluoric acid. Traditional cremation also 
still requires a container that may not be 
environmentally friendly. More eco-friendly options 
are available. Biodegradable coffins are made from 
wicker, bamboo, and other materials, Eternal Reefs 
will combine cremains with concrete to create artificial 
ocean reefs. Currently the only green-certified 
cemetery in Missouri is outside Columbia. 

Susan Stafford

Emerson Readers Circle

If you liked "The Kite Runner", you'll 
love Khaled Hosseini's second 
novel set in Afghanistan, "A 
Thousand Splendid Suns."  Join us 
at Emerson on Monday evening, 
January 19th; come at 6:30 to 
share brown bag dinners or at 7:00 
for dessert and discussion about 
this powerful work.  Coming in 
February is "The Glass Castle" by 
Jeannette Walls.  For more 
information, contact Pam 
Foresman.

2nd Annual Family Game Night
Mark Your Calendars !
Saturday, February 7, 6-9pm
Food & Fun for all ages!
Bring the family, friends and neighbors for an 
evening of board games, card games, sports 
games, mind games, every kind of game 
except video games! (See web page)
Food and soft drinks provided by M&Ms 
Covenant Group.
Sign up in the Hearth Room or call/e-mail the 
Emerson office, just so we know how much 
food to prepare. There couldn’t be a better 
way to spend a cold winter’s evening than 
sharing a warm meal and then matching wits 
with kids of all ages.  All you need to bring is 
your competitive spirit!
Donations welcomed to benefit Emerson 
Chapel operating budget.
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Sun Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat

1 2 3

4
Service 10AM
Rev. Taves
“UU 
THEOLOGY? 
Say it isn’t 
so!?!?!”

5

Women’s Web 

6 7

Movie 
Matinee

Men’s Group 
7PM

8 9

Circle 
Suppers

10

Circle 
Suppers

11
Service 10AM
Rev. Taves
“UU Theology 
Part II ECCLE-
SIOLOGY”
12:30 Board 
2PM LTJ-
StChas

12

M&Ms 7PM*

13
1:30 Wise 
Women

14 15 16 17

18
Service 10AM
Rev. Taves
 “The Power 
of Saying No”
12:30 
Congregation
al Meeting

19

Readers 
Circle 7PM

20 21

Daytimer’s 
Club 11AM
Men’s Group 
7PM
Caregivers 
CG 7PM

22 23 24

25
Service 10 AM
Dr. Schwab 
“Jonah and 
Moby-Dick, 
Isaac and 
Ishmael"

26

M&Ms 7PM*

27

1:30 Wise 
Women

28

Wednesday 
Vespers 7 PM
“Good 
Fortunes”

29 30 31

All events occur at Emerson unless noted with an *
Child care may be provided to any Emerson Sponsored event, please call the Chapel office.

Confirm with Covenant Group (CG) leader for meeting location and time.

JANUARY

Upcoming events:
• Feb. 1: Kindling the Flame (Adult RE)
• Feb. 8: Kindling the Flame, 7:00 PM
• April 17-19 Youth Con, Eliot Chapel
• Circle Suppers Feb. 20-21
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