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Let’s Get It Started!

September at Emerson means new beginnings, re-
connecting with friends and routines, and a rush to 
coordinate busy home schedules with an active church 
calendar. Here is an overview of what is happening at 
Emerson in September.

Sunday Morning in the Pulpit:
September 7: “Water Communion” Rev. Krista Taves 
leads the traditional opening of the church year
September 14: “Found in Translation” Rev. Krista Taves 
To be UU is to find universal meaning in diverse 
religious language.
September 21: “Youth Pew Sunday” Rev. Krista Taves 
speaks on a topic chosen by our Senior Youth Group.
September 28: “Lincoln, Darwin and God” Rev. Robert 
Tabscott returns as a guest in our pulpit.

See more at Month of Sundays

Important new beginnings for Classes and Seminars:
Engaging our Theologic Diversity: This nine-session 
seminar led by Rev. Taves covers the landscape of 
Unitarian Universalist tradition and weaves the diverse 
pieces into a unified whole.
Men’s Spirituality: This five-session workshop led by 
Maury Boehmer engages men to examine their 
particular spiritual needs.
Cakes for the Queen of Heaven: Mary Fogarty leads 
this popular five-part feminist theology curriculum.
Our Unitarian-Universalist Roots: Rev. Taves leads an 
introduction to our UU faith and our congregation, in 
October.

And of course there are new beginnings for children and 
youth Religious Education, Covenant Groups, Special 
Interest Groups, and more.  Read on to find your new 
beginning!

A newsletter for Emerson Unitarian Universalist Chapel
A liberal religious voice in West St. Louis County   www.emersonuuchapel.org

In this issue:
Krista’s Corner
Linda’s Lines
Covenant Groups
RE View
Money Matters

New Service Time!
All Services begin at 

10:00 AM
Summer and Fall

http://www.emersonuuchapel.org
http://www.emersonuuchapel.org
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KRISTA’S CORNER
MINISTER’S NOTES FROM REV. KRISTA TAVES

Finding a common 
language of reverence can 
be difficult for Unitarian 
Universalists.  Many come 
to Unitarian Universalism 
because they have been 
wounded by other religions.  
It may be difficult for them 
to hear traditional religious 
language, even in a UU 
setting, because of this 
wounding.  Others have not 
experienced this wounding, 
or if they have, have 
worked through it and 
made peace with it, 
sometimes even reclaiming 
pieces of the religion they 
left behind as a way of 
taking back their power.   
Many of these are hungry 
to hear more overtly 
religious languages in their 
worship services and 
religious education classes.  

It would be fair to say that I 
am one of those 
“reclaiming” Unitarian 
Universalists.  I’ve been 
wounded by my religious 

heritage but have spent 
considerable time working 
through that hurt.  Many 
years ago, I started 
reclaiming much that I left 
behind.   One way I’ve 
done this is to take 
language you might hear in 
more traditional churches 
and take it back by applying 
liberal religious values and 
ideas to its meaning.   All 
the language that we now 
consider “traditional” was 
part and parcel of 
Unitarianism and 
Universalism in their 
history.  None of this 
language is really foreign to 
our traditions.  The key is to 
take back what they’ve 
meant for us.  We’re really 
reclaiming something that 
was ours all along.

I’m pretty sure that the 
knee-jerk reaction many 
Unitarian Universalists 
have when exposed to 
more “traditional” religious 
language is because more 
conservative religious 
people have pretty much 
been able to define what 
those words mean.  I would 
be remiss if I said that part 
of the reason they got away 
with it is because we let 
them.  We turned away 
from using religious 
language and allowed the 
religious right to claim that 
language for its own.   So 
now, even the word 
“religious” has, for many, 
come to mean closed-

minded, fundamentalist, 
rigid and conservative. 

I am not satisfied with that.  
Neither are many other 
Unitarian Universalists.  To 
be liberal or progressive 
and religious is no 
oxymoron.  More people 
need to know that.  Nor is it 
un-Unitarian Universalist or 
even un-Humanist to use 
words like salvation, 
forgiveness, sin, revelation, 
heaven, hell or God.   All of 
these words can be placed 
within a liberal religious 
perspective and used to 
take us deeper into the 
saving power of Unitarian 
Universalism. 

In faith,
Krista.  

Rev. Taves Office Hours
Available by appointment:
• Sep 1-7: We Th Sa Su
• Sep 8-14: We Th Sa Su
• Sep 15-21: We Th Sa Su
• Sep 22-28: Tu We Th
Rev. Taves’ weekend is all of 
Monday and Tuesday until 4 
pm. She is available during 
that time for pastoral care 
emergencies only.

Pastoral Care For regular 
or emergency pastoral care, 
please contact the Care 
and Concern Committee 
through the Church Office
(office@emersonuuchapel.
org or 636.256.7393). 

Language of 
Reverence

mailto:office@emersonuuchapel.org
mailto:office@emersonuuchapel.org
mailto:office@emersonuuchapel.org
mailto:office@emersonuuchapel.org
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LINDA’S LINES
President’s Notes from Linda McAffrey

Last month I wrote about how it 
is okay for us to not be the 
perfect church since there really  
is no such thing.  This month I’d 
like to explore what it is we all 
think would make us the perfect 
church.  Recently I was sitting 
with a group and we were 
talking about the secrets in our 
lives.  One of the examples 
revolved around someone who 
had friends with the perfect 
marriage…everyone thought 
these two had the perfect 
marriage and everyone was 
totally surprised when one 
partner left the other…how 
could that be…they had the 
perfect marriage.  They looked 
perfect, had the perfect jobs, 
they were just perfect and then 
it was over.

Perfect…what an interesting 
concept.  We get some idea in 
our head and even if it isn’t what 
we really want we convince 
ourselves it will fulfill our every 
dream.  I don’t know about you, 
but that hasn’t really been my 
experience.  Emerson is sitting 
at a cross roads in our life as a 
congregation.  We have our 
wonderful building, we have an 

amazing full time minister in 
Rev. Krista, we have great 
programming and we are 
maturing into a full service 
church.  Here is the big 
question…what does it mean to 
be a full service church…more 
importantly what is our mission 
as a church?  The Crystal Ball 
Committee will be helping us 
look at what we think is our 
vision of perfect.  Susan 
Stafford is going to lead this 
effort with other members of the 
congregation.  If you are 
interested in this work I am 
certain Susan would love to 
hear from you.  What does it 
mean to vision our mission…
well, if we say we are going to 
feed the homeless we would 
have to have a much different 
kitchen than we do.  If we want 
to shelter battered women we 
would need a different space 
arrangement and if we want to 
help educate poor pre-school 
children we would need 
something totally different.

If our perfect mission is to come 
to church on Sunday, attend a 
covenant group, bring in food for 
the pantry then we are probably 
pretty perfect right now.  When 
you vision perfect for Emerson 
what do you see and is your 
vision a viable reality…can your 
perfect mesh with my perfect?  
How do we start the journey to 
what we might really bring to 
this challenging world in which 
we live?

BETH’S DESK
Notes from Chapel 

Administrator 
Beth Harmon

Office Hours
New Hours

M,Tu,Th, F: 9-1

In the 2007-08 church year 
this generous congregation 
raised a total of $2248.29 
for 10 programs.

Beth is requesting that 
members and friends keep 
her updated of their current 
phone, address and e-mail 
as these change, so they 
will be ready for the next 
update of the Chapel 
Directory.

Beth can be contacted by 
calling the chapel office at:
636-256-7393
or by e-mail at:
office@emersonuuchapel.org

Emerson Emissary
Serving the members and 
friends of Emerson Unitarian 
Universalist Chapel. 
Editor: Tom Kibby  
All submissions are due by 
the 18th of each month. All 
groups are requested to 
send their meeting notices 
monthly to ensure their 
accuracy. Send to:
newsletter@emersonuuchapel.org

Published by:
Emerson Unitarian Universalist 
Chapel
73 Strecker Rd.
Ellisville, MO 63011
emersonuuchapel.org
a nonprofit organization 
incorporated under the laws of the 
State of Missouri and a member of 
the Central Midwest District of the 
Unitarian Universalist Association 
of Congregations cmwd-uua.org 
and uua.org 
To be removed from our mailing 
list, please call the chapel office or 
drop an email to the administrator 
at 
office@emersonuuchapel.org

mailto:newsletter@emersonuuchapel.org?subject=newsletter%20submission
mailto:newsletter@emersonuuchapel.org?subject=newsletter%20submission
mailto:office@emersonuuchapel.org?subject=to%20chapel%20administrator
mailto:office@emersonuuchapel.org?subject=to%20chapel%20administrator
mailto:newsletter@emersonuuchapel.org?subject=newsletter%20submission
mailto:newsletter@emersonuuchapel.org?subject=newsletter%20submission
http://www.emersonuuchapel.org
http://www.emersonuuchapel.org
http://www.cmwd-uua.org
http://www.cmwd-uua.org
http://www.uua.org
http://www.uua.org
mailto:office@emersonuuchapel.org
mailto:office@emersonuuchapel.org
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September 7 –
 “Water Communion”
Rev. Krista Taves

Join us for our yearly 
tradition of Homecoming 
and Water Communion, a 
festive beginning to the 
church year!  You are 
invited to bring water from 
a place that is significant 
for you.  Vials of water will 
be available if you do not 
have your own.    Our 
regular religious 
education programming 
commences after the 
service.
Musician:  Ron 
McGowan, Piano 

September 14 
“Found In Translation” 
Rev. Krista Taves

As Unitarian 
Universalists, we know 
that we live in a plural 
world.  Even in our 
congregations, there is 
tremendous theological 
diversity.  There are many 
ways we speak of the 
sacred, and not all 
language works for 
everyone.  To be Unitarian 
Universalist is to find 
ourselves in translation, 
always meeting religious 
language that might not 
be our own, and finding 
its universal meaning.

Musicians:  First UU Jazz 
Group

September 21 
“TBA” [Youth Pew 
Sunday]
Rev Krista Taves. 

Once a month, Rev. 
Taves preaches on a 
sermon topic chosen for 
her by the youth.  On this 
Sunday, the youth are our 
worship leaders, our 
ushers, and greeters, our 
readers and sometimes 
our musicians!  Their 
September topic has not 
yet been chosen but will 
be very soon.  Please 
check in at 
www.emersonuuchapel.or
g.

Musician:  Paul Krings, 
Miscellaneous 
instruments

September 28
“Lincoln, Darwin, and 
God”
Rev. Robert Tabscott  

Rev. Tabscott returns 
again to Emerson’s pulpit 
with what promises to be 
a provocative sermon 
looking forward to the 
bicentennial celebration of 
Lincoln and Darwin's 
same date of birth: 
February 12, 1809. 
Musician:  Robin 
Anderson, Guitar/Vocals

A Month of Sundays

Ready with your grocery coupons!

http://www.emersonuuchapel.org
http://www.emersonuuchapel.org
http://www.emersonuuchapel.org
http://www.emersonuuchapel.org


Emerson Emissary
 Page 5                                                  September 2008

If you have not been at 
Emerson over the summer, 
taking a good UU traditional 
summer “off,” please 
consider getting your pledge 
caught up (July and August). 
We are running a little 
behind in pledge income, 
and our expenses continue 
over the summer whether 
we are there or not. 

Beth and I discussed that 
since MemInfo (our 
membership software 
package) allows us to easily 
get at information for you, 
she will send a note out in 
early October to remind 
everyone what we believe 
your pledge is, and what 
you’ve paid so far in this 
fiscal year (July 1 to date). 
I’ll send your IRS letters 
(what you’ve given in 
calendar year 2008, but split 
between two chapel-fiscal 
years) very early January. 
Then she’ll send another 
notice out in Spring with 
where you are in your 
pledge-to-date (again, in 
fiscal year, July 1 2008, to 
date in spring 09). We are 
hoping that since we have 
gone to only using MemInfo 
for pledge information and 
donations that your IRS 
statements will be easier to 
read. Other notes:

1) Financials were given to 
the Board before the August 
meeting; please ask me if 
you have questions. A copy 
is placed in the folder within 
a week of the meeting. The 
budget is being modified to 

show the split of 
the Worship 
Committee 
(budget $1,400) 
into Worship 
($900 budget) 
and Music 
Committee 
($500). No 
change to the 
total of budget.

2) The Finance 
Committee’s 
motion was 
passed. We will 
be using a 
change in 
Quickbooks to try 
to help make the 
accounts work 
better and more 
dependably.

3) The Finance 
Committee is recommending 
a change to promote 
transparency: from next 
month forward, I will take to 
the Finance meeting all 
recent church bank 
statements showing the "as 
is" balances for the Finance 
Committee to view. On the 
bottom of the "as is" you will 
note (from next month 
forward) a note that says, 
"Balances appearing on this 
statement have been 
certified by the Finance 
Committee." This provides 
another monthly audit, a 
check on the Treasurer (no 
offense taken by me, I'm 
advocating for this process 
change), and allows the 
board to know that more 
eyes saw the statements 
than just the Treasurer.

4) We finished reviewing a 
letter from Ken Maag, recent 
past  Audit Committee 
chair).

5) We are continuing our 
work on documentation of 
processes; Peggy Colwell
(Assistant Treasurer) has 
volunteered to help do this 
documentation.

6) We are reviewing other 
church financial software 
packages (Russ Saphian, 
Dwight Miller, and Peggy 
Colwell) and will recommend 
whether to change our 
current program

In faith,
Barb Brown, Treasurer

Money Matters
7/31/08

Pre-paid Pledges $9,804.81

Pledge Income $2,219.59

Grocery Income $159.86

Contributions $172.00

Total Income $14,541.26

Total Expenses $17,233.30

Difference -$2,692.73

Balance All 
Accounts

$25,096.73

Treasury Notes
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LIVING THE JOURNEY 
COVENANT GROUPS

In our Living the Journey 
Covenant Groups, 
discussion begins with a 
reading that will bring up 
some topic of spiritual 
significance, giving each 
person a chance to 
explore their personal 
response. Each group 
meets with a facilitator 
who keeps the discussion 
loosely focused, and pays 
attention to building group 
trust and caring. To 
contact a facilitator for 
any group, please contact 
the chapel administrator 
(except Caregivers). 
•The Spiritual 

Journey meets at 
Emerson Chapel the first 
Thursday of the month 
from 7-8:30 P
•Living the Journey at 

Emerson will meet the 
second and fourth 
Tuesday at 6:30 pm in the 
Hearth Room
•Living the Journey 

St. Charles meets in a 
private home in St. 
Charles County one 
Saturday a month. If you 
are interested in this 
group, please contact our 
Minister for information.

TOPICAL COVENANT 
GROUPS
Emerson’s other 
covenant groups use the 
same general format as 
the Living the Journey 
Covenant Groups, but the 
subject matter is more 
defined.

Topic: Caregivers
This group welcomes all 
who are in a caregiver 
role. The purpose is to 
build relationships with 
other caregivers and to 
provide a safe place for 
caregivers to share their 
fears and frustrations. 
The group meets third 
Wednesdays at 7:30 PM 
in a member’s home. 
Contact the facilitator at 
caregiver@emersonuuchap
el.org

Topic: Men
Men’s Group  is taking  
Sept. and Oct. off for the 
Masculine Spirituality 
Workshop

Topic: Women
•M&Ms(Mindful Midlifers) 
meets at a member’s 
home on 2nd and 4th 
Mondays from 7:00 - 9:00 
PM (except September, 
see calendar)
•Wise Women Covenant 
Group meets on the 
second and fourth 

Tuesdays of the month 
1:30 - 3:30 PM. Please 
contact Nancy Russell for 
more information.

Other groups that meet 
through Emerson 
include:

Reader’s Circle
Meets monthly for 
stimulating book 
discussions! Usually the 
third Monday at 7 p.m. at 
Emerson.

Womyn’s Web
The longest and the 
strongest, this informal 
gathering meets monthly. 
All women of Emerson 
are welcome to come for 
an evening of good 
conversation, wine, wit, 
and wisdom.  If it is 
convenient, bring a snack 
to share and your favorite 
beverage. If attending 
contact Nancy Russell at 
program@emersonuuchape
l.org.

Parenting Group
Meets monthly, see 
Bulletin Board Page 10.

Covenant Groups
Small Group Ministry at Emerson

Programming

mailto:office@emersonuuchapel.org?subject=facilitator%20contact
mailto:office@emersonuuchapel.org?subject=facilitator%20contact
mailto:caregiver@emersonuuchapel.org
mailto:caregiver@emersonuuchapel.org
mailto:caregiver@emersonuuchapel.org
mailto:caregiver@emersonuuchapel.org
mailto:program@emersonuuchapel.org?subject=Womyn's%20Web
mailto:program@emersonuuchapel.org?subject=Womyn's%20Web
mailto:program@emersonuuchapel.org?subject=Womyn's%20Web
mailto:program@emersonuuchapel.org?subject=Womyn's%20Web
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Our Unitarian Universalist 
Roots
Tuesday, October 14, 21, 28  
7-8:30 p.m.
Rev. Taves and the 
Welcoming Committee
This three part introductory 
series is an excellent way for 
those new to Unitarian 
Universalism or new to 
Emerson Chapel to learn 
about our faith and our 
congregation.   The first two 
sessions focus on Unitarian 
Universalist history and 
theology. The third session 
focuses on Emerson Chapel 
– who we are, what we offer, 
what we stand for, what it 
means to become a member.  
Please register with the 
Church Office by Thursday 
October 9th to assist us in 
preparing materials for the 
class.   If you require 
childcare, please register by 
Monday October 6th.  

Emerson Readers Circle
Calling all book lovers!!  
Emerson Readers Circle will 
launch its sixth year of 
stimulating book discussions. 
We meet on the third 
Monday evening of the 
month at the chapel (for 
September on the 22nd). 
Some gather at 6:30 pm to 
share a brown bag dinner; 
discussion begins at 7 and 
usually conclude by 8.  Our 
first meeting we'll discuss 
East of Eden by John 
Steinbeck.  In October, the 
selection is Lone Survivor by 
Marcus Luttrell and Patrick 
Robinson and November will 
feature Here If You Need Me 
by Kate Braestrup.  If you 
would like to receive an 
'08-'09 book list, contact Pam 
Foresman.

ENGAGING OUR 
THEOLOGICAL 

DIVERSITY 

Offered by Rev. Taves
In 2005, the Unitarian 
Universalist Association 
published “Engaging Our 
Theological Diversity.”  This 
groundbreaking study, written 
by a team of Unitarian 
Universalist ministers and lay 
people, is the result of 
several years of deliberation, 
discussion and dialogue in 
Canada and the United 
States, and in congregations 
from coast to coast.  It 
explores Unitarian 
Universalism at its deepest 
level, and seeks to hold up 
what unites us, even as we 
remain committed to 
diversity.  

This nine-session course will 
take participants on a journey 
through Unitarian 
Universalism’s theological 
landscape and towards the 
religious values that weave 
its outward diversity into a 
unified whole.  The class 
meets on average two 
Thursdays a month from 7 – 
8:30 p.m.  Preparation for 
each session includes 15-30 
pages of reading and 15-20 
minutes of journaling.
(see church website for more 
details)

Please register for this 
course through the Church 
Office.  (e-mail here)
Registration deadline is 
September 12th.    New 
registrants will be accepted 
once the course has begun 
(please contact Rev. Taves)

Programming

Men's Spirituality 
Workshop

A five-session workshop in 
October open to all male 
members and friends of 
Emerson Chapel
WHEN:  Wednesday 
evenings 7:00---9:00 p.m.,  
October 1, 8, 15, 22. 29  
WHERE:  Emerson UU 
Chapel Hearth Room

Facilitator:  Maury Boehmer 
is a friend of Emerson UU 
Chapel. He holds graduate 
degrees in Theology and in 
Culture and Spirituality and 
has taught at the university 
level.

For additional information 
and for registration, contact 
Maury Boehmer by calling 
the Chapel office or e-mail 
MenSpirit@emersonuuchape
l.org

Cakes for the Queen of 
Heaven:
A Feminist Theology 
Curriculum for Women

This five part series will be 
offered this fall at Emerson 
Chapel.  Beginning 
September 10th, we will meet 
every second and fourth 
Wednesdays at 6:30 PM.  To 
register, contact Mary Fogarty, 
facilitator, at: 
Cakes@emersonuuchapel.org

Background information also 
at:
http://
www.cakesforthequeenofheav
en.org/

mailto:MenSpirit@emersonuuchapel.org?subject=Men's%20Sprituality%20Workshop
http://www.emersonuuchapel.org/education.shtml%23adult
http://www.emersonuuchapel.org/education.shtml%23adult
mailto:office@emersonuuchapel.org?subject=register%20course%20EOTD
mailto:office@emersonuuchapel.org?subject=register%20course%20EOTD
mailto:MenSpirit@emersonuuchapel.org?subject=Men's%20Sprituality%20Workshop
mailto:MenSpirit@emersonuuchapel.org?subject=Men's%20Sprituality%20Workshop
mailto:MenSpirit@emersonuuchapel.org?subject=Men's%20Sprituality%20Workshop
mailto:MenSpirit@emersonuuchapel.org?subject=Men's%20Sprituality%20Workshop
mailto:Cakes@emersonuuchapel.org
mailto:Cakes@emersonuuchapel.org
http://www.cakesforthequeenofheaven.org/
http://www.cakesforthequeenofheaven.org/
http://www.cakesforthequeenofheaven.org/
http://www.cakesforthequeenofheaven.org/
http://www.cakesforthequeenofheaven.org/
http://www.cakesforthequeenofheaven.org/
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YOUTH INTERFACE

Notes for and about our 
Youth (Senior High)

Even though the 2008-09 
church year for Emerson 
Chapel’s Religious Education 
Program doesn’t officially start 
until September 7, our Senior 
Youth Group has been busy!  

On Saturday night, August 16, 
six youth and two chaperones 
spent the night at Emerson at 
our Kick-Off Lock-In.  They 
played some fun games, 
watched a movie, ate pizza, 
did a lot of brainstorming, and 
even got a little sleep. 

 One of the main topics of 
brainstorming was how to raise 
money for this year’s youth 
conventions, or CONs.The Fall 
CON is November 7–9 in 
Palatine, IL, and we’ll need to 
pay for van rental or a portion 
of a chartered bus, if we share 
with the other area UU 
churches.  The good news is 
that we have a couple hundred 
dollars left in our account from 
last year, and that gives us a 
head start on the fundraising. 

The other main area of 
brainstorming was about how 
the youth group can put its 
values into action.  Sometimes 
we use the terms social action 
or social justice, but our group 
decided they preferred to call it 
“Youth Making a Difference.” 
More great things to come.  

Let’s have a great year!

In peace,
-Lauren

Religious Education

A LETTER FROM THE 
DIRECTOR OF RE

Dear Emerson UU RE 
Families,
Welcome back to a new 
year of Religious Education 
for Emerson Chapel’s 
children and youth!  Our 
Sunday schedule has 
changed very slightly from 
last year (please see 
sidebar page 9). Please 
note that childcare is 
available for infants and 
toddlers all morning long, 
from the beginning of the 
Worship hour to the end of 
the Religious Education 
hour.  Our experienced 
childcare provider, Nicole, is 
in the Nursery, just off the 
Hearth Room.  

If your children need 
something to keep their 
hands busy during the 
service, check in the 
Vestibule for clipboards with 
coloring sheets and 
crayons.  Just return them 
to the Vestibule when they 
are done.

About halfway through the 
service, the children are 
“sung out” after the Story for 
All Ages.  They come to the 
Hearth Room with me for 
Children’s Chapel, where 
we continue the Worship 
hour with me at a child-
friendly level.  Children’s 
Chapel is very interactive, 
and appropriate for children 
up to about 4th or 5th 
grade.

At 11:15, the Religious 
Education hour begins.  
See sidebar for classrooms, 
as we have made some 
changes this year.  This 

fifteen-minute break allows 
children to use the restroom 
before classes start, and 
grab a snack in the Hearth 
Room.

For safety reasons, all of 
our RE teachers are 
background-checked, and 
there are always two adults 
in each classroom.  
Children through 2nd grade 
must be picked up after 
class (promptly at 12:15) by 
a parent, guardian, or older 
sibling.  Older students will 
be released without a 
parent or guardian at 12:15, 
but not any earlier (to give 
you time to enjoy your Adult 
Education session).

By now, you should have 
gotten an email (or letter or 
phone call, if no email) from 
me to confirm your child’s 
registration information 
(contact info and medical or 
allergy alerts).  If you have 
not, please contact me and 
we’ll take care of it right 
away.

Lastly, please do not leave 
Emerson’s grounds while 
your children are involved in 
RE without making prior 
arrangements with me, so 
that I know who to contact 
(and how) in case of any 
emergency. If you are not 
participating in the Adult RE 
session, please consider 
helping in one of our 
classrooms.  I need five 
assistants from the 
congregation every Sunday, 
so there’s always a way to 
help out.

-Lauren Lyerla
Director of Religious 
Education
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RE Sunday Schedule

Our Sunday schedule:
• 10:00 – 11:00     

Worship hour
• Younger children 

leave sanctuary about 
halfway through, for 
Children’s Chapel in 
the Hearth Room.

• 11:00  All-church   
social time, coffee and 
snacks available

• 11:15 – 12:15 
Religious Education 
hour for young people 
preschool – high 
school

• 11:30 – 12:15 Adult 
Religious Education 
“hour”

• Nursery care available 
all morning, 10:00 - 
12:15

• See our Web page for 
more details; http://
www.emersonuuchap
el.org/education.shtml

Religious Education

RE Events for September

Sept 7: first day of RE classes. 

Sept 27: at Eliot Chapel - Youth 
Advisor Training (I'll be inviting 
a number of adults to 
participate in this)

Sept 28: Nature Day - most 
classes held outdoors doing 
outdoorsy stuff, could use help 
from outdoorsy adults

Religious Education Hour 
for Children and Youth: 
September 2008

September  7
Preschool – PreK: Each 
one of us is important and 
special.
K – 2nd: Explore 1st 
Principle: What does 
inherent worth mean?
3rd – 5th: Introduction to the 
class and the Travel in Time 
curriculum.
Junior Youth Group (6th – 
8th): Games and fun, getting 
to know your classmates
Senior Youth Group (9th – 
12th): TBA, pending 
discussion 8/26 at BBQ

September 14
Preschool – PreK: Our 
class and our church are 
friendly places.
K – 2nd: Explore 2nd 
Principle with dramatization 
about fairness.
3rd – 5th: Begin construction 
on a Time Machine.
Junior Youth Group: People 
are unique; Different people 
see the world differently.
Senior Youth Group: TBA, 
pending discussion 8/26 at 
BBQ

September 21
Preschool – PreK: Each 
tree is special.  Dress for a 
nature walk on our grounds.
K – 2nd: Explore 3rd 
Principle with a story about 
inner peace, and learn 
about Gandhi.
3rd – 5th: Complete Time 
Machine construction.
Junior Youth Group: Tour 
Emerson, and visit the 
websites of other UU 
churches.
Senior Youth Group: 
Further exploration of the 

Youth Pew sermon topic 
with Rev. Krista Taves.

September 28
Preschool – 6th: Nature 
Day – outdoor projects, 
dress for the weather
Senior Youth Group: TBA, 
pending discussion 8/26 at 
BBQ

RE Committee Welcomes 
New Members

This small group, open to 
new members, works with 
DRE Lauren Lyerla to 
provide a complete 
Religious Education 
program to the children 
and youth of Emerson 
Chapel.  We meet monthly, 
alternating between in-
person meetings at the 
chapel and virtual 
meetings via phone and 
Internet.  Contact us at 
REChair@emersonuuchap
el.org.   Or see Greg 
Keller.

Con at Emerson?

Our district (Central 
Midwest District of the 
UUA) is looking for a 
congregation to host the 
Spring CON.  I have 
contacted the district office 
to explore the potential of 
Emerson being the host.  It 
would be fun and raise 
money for our youth group 
program.  –Lauren

Mark your calendars!
Youth Pew dates:  Sept 21, 
Nov 16, Dec 14, Jan 18, 
Feb 15, Mar 22, Apr 5, and 
May 10.  (Note – no Youth 
Pew in October)

http://www.emersonuuchapel.org/education.shtml
http://www.emersonuuchapel.org/education.shtml
http://www.emersonuuchapel.org/education.shtml
http://www.emersonuuchapel.org/education.shtml
http://www.emersonuuchapel.org/education.shtml
http://www.emersonuuchapel.org/education.shtml
mailto:REChair@emersonuuchapel.org
mailto:REChair@emersonuuchapel.org
mailto:REChair@emersonuuchapel.org
mailto:REChair@emersonuuchapel.org
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Bulletin Board

If you are interested in participating in a 
parenting group, please contact Susan Bell, 
if she has not already included you on an 
email notice.  The group is designed for 
parents of younger children (birth to 
approximately age 12) to provide a social 
network for Emerson parents.  Some of the 
suggestions have included potlucks, movie 
nights and other social activities.  The 
parents would pool resources to pay for  
child care so if you are a teenager and would 
be interested in earning some money, please 
contact Susan as well.  Thanks!

The Committee on Ministry (COM) said 
good bye to Linda McAffrey, Devry
Becker and Victor Paglisotti during the 
first half of 2008. But with the
August meeting, we welcome Pat 
Livingston, Linda Gidday and Dorothy 
Newell
to the committee. COM meets monthly 
in support of the Emerson ministry. Our
August meeting focused on the role of 
COM for the upcoming year. You may
want to check out this site for some 
discussion on the role of COM
www.uua.org/leaders/leaderslibrary/
leaderslibrary/interconnections/
44219.shtml
One of the discussions topics during the 
recent meeting was an
evaluation of our ministry. Look for 
further details later this year 

SUNDAY FLOWERS
 
If you enjoy fresh flowers and feel they 
enhance our Sunday services, please 
consider providing a vase or pot of fresh 
flowers for a Sunday service. The flowers 
can be purchased,  brought from your own 
yard or cut from the gardens at the chapel.  
Your contribution will be greatly 
appreciated and recognized in that 
Sunday's order of service.
. 
Donations are now sought for September 
and October. I will send a reminder prior to 
the Sunday of your choice.  In order to 
avoid duplication, if that date has already 
been spoken for, I will let you know so that 
you can choose another available date.
 
 If you would like to participate or have any 
questions, please contact me or phone the 
Chapel office 636-256-7393 or complete a 
form that will be found on the table in the 
vestibule. Please let me know who to 
acknowledge, and if the flowers are for a 
special remembrance. 
Jo Myers

Green Column
I found some suggestions for ways to 
improve the efficiency of items you already 
have in your home. (1) Check for leaks and 
caulk and weatherstrip where needed. (2) 
Insulate your water heater (3) Get Smart 
Powerstrips  which can reduce the amount of 
power your electronic appliances require 
when you are not using them (more on this 
next month) (4) A Programmable Thermostat 
can save $150 a year in energy costs. (5) 
Consider installing Solar Shades/Blinds. 
They can reduce your cooling costs by 25% 
by stopping 90% of the heat before it enters 
your house. (6) When buying new 
appliances, buy ones with Energy Star 
ratings (7) Installing low flow aerating 
shower-heads can cut your shower water 
use in half. Four people showering for 5 
minutes a day uses 700 gallons of water per 
week. (8) Get a rain barrel A quarter-inch of 
rain falling on the average home yields a little 
over 200 gallons of water. The average 
family uses about 120 gallons of water for 
outdoor watering every day. (9) Use electric 
yard equipment, instead of gas-powered yard 
equipment. A single gas-mower puts out 
more pollution than 43 new cars being driven 
12,000 miles. Americans use 800 million 
gallons of gasoline per year to mow their 
lawns (which works out to be more than 8.8 
gallons of gas per year per household). An 
electric lawnmower uses only about $3 of 
electricity per year.
Susan Stafford

http://www.uua.org/leaders/leaderslibrary/leaderslibrary/interconnections/44219.sht
http://www.uua.org/leaders/leaderslibrary/leaderslibrary/interconnections/44219.sht
http://www.uua.org/leaders/leaderslibrary/leaderslibrary/interconnections/44219.sht
http://www.uua.org/leaders/leaderslibrary/leaderslibrary/interconnections/44219.sht
http://www.uua.org/leaders/leaderslibrary/leaderslibrary/interconnections/44219.sht
http://www.uua.org/leaders/leaderslibrary/leaderslibrary/interconnections/44219.sht
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September

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5 6

7
Service 10AM
Rev. Taves
“Water 
Communion”

8

7P* Womyn’s 
Web

9

6:30P Living 
the Journey-
Emerson

10

Cakes-Queen 
of Heaven 
6:30P

11

7P Spiritual 
Journey CG

12 13

14
Service 10AM
Rev. Taves
“Found in 
Translation”

15

7P* M&Ms CG

16

1:30-3:30P* 
Wise Women

17

Finance Cmte 
7PM

7:30P* 
Caregiver’s 
CG

18 19 20

21
Service 10AM
Rev. Taves
Youth Pew

Board 12:30

22

Reader’s 
Circle 7P

23

6:30P Living 
the Journey-
Emerson

24
Cakes-Queen 
of Heaven 
6:30P

Wednesday
Vespers  7P
Rev. Taves 

25 26 27

28
Service 10AM
Rev. Tabscott
“Lincoln, 
Darwin&God”

29

7P* M&Ms CG

30

1:30-3:30P* 
Wise Women

31

All events occur at Emerson unless noted with an *
Child care may be provided to any Emerson Sponsored event, please call the Chapel office.

Confirm with Covenant Group (CG) leader for meeting location and time.
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